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REASONS 


| Humbly Offered to' the Confideration of 


Both Houſes of Parliament, 

Exportation of Wooll 
00408: 

ENGLAND andIRELAND. 


HEN a Nation has ſome Rich and Neceſſary Materials 
for Manufafture within it felf, excluſive of other 
Countries, it has the Monopoly, of that Manufacture 
to the reſt of the World; and therefore can never 
be under-ſold, but may vend it ſo as to pay all Extra- 
ordinary Charges, with ſufficient Gain to the Manufacturer and Merchant, 

As Manufacture ſeems a kind of, Debt to the Laboriouys Part of the Peo- 
ple, who by Nature are entitled to;Live ; ſo-1t is the Higheſt of all Cha- 
rities, and the moſt Subſtantial and Univerſal : For, What ſignifies the 
Diſtribution of a little Broken Meat amongſt a few Wretches, in compa- 
riſon of this Noble Way, of ſupporting many.thoufands of Families, which 
at the ſame time preſerves them from Starving, keeps them from Idleneſs, 
and makes them Uſefyl:to the Publick > _ 5 


The Labours of People beſtow'd\this way, eſpecially when the very 
Women and Children may get, ood Livelihoods by it,. muſt neceſſarily 
make a Nation a Prodigy of Weajth.: For, whilſt every, ones Hand and 


Head is employ'd, , and- continually unproving one Commodity or other, 


they work tor the Nation wherein. they live, as. well as for themſelves. 
For if 100000 Manufacturers get 6 /. apiece per Annum, the Nation muſt 
gain or fave yearly 600000 /, by their Labours, tho' the Materials be 
better'd:onely the Value of their Wages. And if the Number be greater, 
or Gain more apiece, then the National Gain ſtill, cacreaſes more and more 
in proportion. All. which is too evident in the preſent State of. From, 
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and the contrary in that of Spain, which, notwithſtanding the Wealth of 


the /ndzes, is yet, for want of Home-ManufaQtures, the pooreſt and Weak- 
eſt of all Europe, and the moſt <hipeopled. 


Wooll was ever held, and ſtill is, the Principal Commodity of this 
Ifland; and, if duely fook'd after, might be made the Greateſt in the 
World : F:r/#, Becauſg our Ngighhaur-Natiogs, whoſe Waof is too Courſe 
or too Fine to be wrought alene, can make but little Cloth of any confi- 
derable Price, without a' Mixture of our Engliſh or Iriſh Wool! : Second- 
ly, Becauſe the Materials of the Wollen Manuyfature are of ſmall Value 
whilſt Raw and Unwrought, at leaft in compariſon of the Manufatture 
when fully /mprov'd ; which may be made Ten or Twelve times the Va- 
lue, according to the Workmantihip ; and conſequently, will make a Re- 
turn of ſo much more Treaſure to the Nation, than the Raw Materials, 


'Tis therefore very imprudent, and of moſt dangerous conſequence, to 
ſuffer our Exg/iſh or Iriſh Wooll, unwrought, to be Exported into Forreign 
Countries; fince this may in time transfer the Maquiafture it (elf to For- 
reigners, and with it the incident Riches and Populagy ; heeuic our Manu- 
fatturers muſt follow the Wooll, to our unſpeakable prejudice : And by 
this means, beſides our preſent Loſs of Men and Money, theſe innocent 
Materials may at length return in the ſhape of Armed Men and Ships, to 
the Terror and Contyfion of an Unthinking Lazie People. 


Theſe Conſiderations made our Anceſtors very ſevere againſt the Ex- 
portation of Wool, as appears by the many Laws they Enacted, and the 
ſeveral Methods they us'd for preventing this National Miſchief x gnd His 
late Majeſty of Bleſſed Memory was no leſs zKilous, whip figft by His 
Proclamation, dated 15 Sept. 1660. rhe Hetter to hinder the\ Baportation 
of Wooll, granted half His, own Moicty of 'the Forteitares to l ſuch Per. 
ſons as would ſciſe any Weolt, or Profecute the Exporters ; and when nei- 
ther this would do, nor yet the great Penalties the ſame Year impos'd, in 
the Fourteenth Year of His Reign He made it Fe/oxy to Export any Woo// 
whatſoever. Yet notwithfta ing, for want of doe Care for putting the 
ſaid Laws in Execution, the M nef-Nill continues, to the great, decay of. 
that Noble ManufaQure, © | | | 


For now our Woo/! being ftolh out of England, and'therefore ſent away 
Cuſtom-free ; and our Chthes xnd Sraffy being carried away undyed and 
undreſſed, and great Cuftoms being hid/on Bngtiſh Cloth by our Neigh- 
bours, becauſe they get great ſtore ot our Wogll, very cheap, to make Cloth 
enough of their own, the Dwtch and French are now-our Competitors in 
this Manufafture; and will-irf a ſhort tymeheac us'our'of- ir, if ſpeedy Care 
be not had to prevent the rtation of' Woo?! : For they 'have actually 
beaten us out in the Northern; Eaſt-land, ant &erman Prades, andifhare with 
us in that of 7arkey ; for having found means to get'our Midltn oP 
their 
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This, if not timely prevented, will quickly deſtroy our Forreign Mar- 
ket and Vent of C/oth; it has already tunk the Value of our Raw Woeo!l, 
which was formerly valued at 3o or 40 s. but is now in moſt Parts of 
England fold at 12 or 13 s. the Todd; and when Exported, becauſe fo 
common abroad, it yields not above a Third of its late Price, and muſt 
yet fink lower, while the French and Dutch ManufaCtures encreaſe, and 
ours decay ; for if the Engliſh Clathier pays more for his Materials, than 
they do, he muſt quit his Trade, becauſe he cannot live by it ; and then 
our Neighbours muſt have our Wee/{, and we their C/oth, at what Rate 
they pleaſe. | 


Our Woollens formerly Exported, were reckor'd at near Two millions of 
Pounds Szerl. per Ann. and particularly what went to Fraxce at 600000 /. 
But the 'Frezch King having ſet a Tax of 50 per Cert. upon our.Cloth, has 
rendred this Trade 1mpracticable there. 


The Dutch have ſo prevailed upan us, that the C/otbes we now expart 
to Hamburgh are but of low Price, from 3 to 7 5. a Yard, and moſt of 
them undyed and undreſſed. | 


Our Faft-land Trace is funk more ; for heretofore this Company alone 
uſually exported above 20000 Broad Clothes, 60000 Kerfies, and 40000 
Doubles Yearly ; but of late not above 4000 Bread Clothes, 5000 Herfies, 
and 2000 Doubles, And now at Dantzich, our late great Staple, we ſell 
ſo little, rhar ie is not worth the naming,, We trade to thoſe Places with 
Treaſure, whence we uſe to import much. | 


 1n Swedland the Natives have-ſet up a Manufacture of their own Conr/e 

Woolls ; but are ftill, as well as Dewmar#, Liefland, and Norway, very much 
ſupplied by the Dutch, and impoſe greater Cuſtoms upon us for what we 
vend, and inſift ro have ready Money foy what we have to buy ; where- 
as formerly they barter'd for Commodity. : 


Ouf former Great Trade to Muſcovy is in a manner loſt : The Dzxtch now 
ſend x500 Ships into the Sowndr, and 40 to Muſcovy yearly ; and we ſend 
not above ſeven into the Sowndt in a Year, and of thoſe, but two loaden 
with Woollen Manufafture ; the other five with Ballaſt, and therefore are 
to buy their Forreign Lading with ready Money : And to Muſcovy we 
hardly ſend two in three Years. 


But what is Rtill worſe, we Import yeasly much Fize Cloth from the 
Dutch, and Stuffs and Druggets, and Hats alſo, from the French; our own 
Trade in Engliſh Hats and Stockings much deeaying, through the Expor- 
ration of Wool ; So that our late Monopoly of Woolexs is quite vaniſh'd, 
and our People ſtarving at Home, or runniag into Forreign Countries after 
the Woot, leave their Wives and Children a Pariſh-Charge : whereof we 
may take one obvious Inſtance in the Town of Reading, where the late 
Number of Clothzers being about 160, are now reduc'dto 12 or 13; and 
the Poor ſo increas'd, that they coſt the Town near 1000 /. a Year. Per- 
haps in ſome Towns, where Proviſions are cheaper, the C/orhiers may bear 


up 


\ 


up ſomewhat better; :but he that will examine into our Clothing Towns, 
will find the Trade decaying every where more or lels, and hear the grie- 
vous Complaints of the C/orhiers that continue 1n the ManutaQture, 


Thus the French and Dutch having long envicd this great ManufaQture 
of England, have of late made a mighty Progreſs towards its Extirpation, 
and thereby of the great Support ot the Engliſh Nation ; (Doubtleſs the 
Weol-ſacks were plac'd in the Upper:Houſe of Parliament, to give us a 
Precaution of it.) Yet I queſtion not, but if we did ManutaCture all our 
IVoell, we might again monopolize the Trade of Woollen Clothing ; And 
tis plain, that if we did Manufacture all our Eng/iſh and 7riſh Wool!, it 
would find vent in the World ; ſince it is now all Manutattur'd in Eng- 
land, France, Flanders, and Holland, and finds vent in the aforefaid Mix- 
tures of Courſe Woolls, whereby the Bulk of the Manutafture muſt be 
much increas'd. 6. 


Sir Walter Rawleigh, above ſixty years ſince, proves, That England ix 
ſity froe years time loſt fifty frve Millions of Pounds Sterling, by the Dutch 
Dying and Dreſſing our White Clothes : What then may we imagine they 
get, and we loſe, now, that they have our. Wool! alſo 2? 


Upon the whole Matter, as it is undeniable, that while our C/oath 
yields.no rate abroad, our Woel! can bear no price at home, and therefore 
Lands muſt decreaſe in their Rents ; fo 'tis plain, the only way ro make 
both Valuable, and conſequently to raiſe the Rents of Lands, is to hinder 
the Exportation of Wooll, without which our Neighbours can make very 
few pieces of C/oath of any conſiderable value ; And 'tis demonſtrable, it 
is the Intereſt of chi> Nation rather to Sur» yearly all the Wool not Ma- 
nufaQur'd in Eng/and and Ireland, and pay the Proprietors out of a Pub- 


lick Fond, than to ſuffer it to be Exported into Forreign Countries. 


'Tis therefore humbly offer'd as the moſt effeual expedient for pre. 
venting ſo great, and ſo general a Miſchicf for the future, that becauſe 
'tis found by experience, that what is every ones buſineſs is 'no bodies Buſt 
z£/5, and therefore, the Exporters of Wool! are ſeldom taken notice of; a 
certain'number of Commiſſioners be appointed by His Majeſty to put the 
ſaid Laws in due Execution: And: that the Clothiers,, whoſe immediate 
concern it is, be oblig'd by Att of Parliament to contribute, as moſt of 
them have already ſubſcrib'd, toward the charge of ſuch Officers as ſhall 
22 cmploy'd to that purpoſe ; which in a ſhort tune will certainly raiſe 
the price of their C/oath abroad, a Shilling for every Penny they lay out 
that way; and then, the value of our Wool, and conſequently of Land, 
mult naturally riſe in proportion. 


Mucii more might be added to this purpoſe, too long to be crowded 
into a'{ingic Sheer; which is ready with all Humility to be offer'd to a 
Commirtee of cither Houſe, when the Bill for the more eftetual pre- 
v-n:ing the Exportation of Weed, &c. ſhall be taken into Conſideration, 


